the bark or the song of these people came to her from
somewhere not far away. It even seemed to her, as the
week went on, that the Greens were stretching down
more from their usual haunts to Three, Five and Seven
Wards along the water-front, which were strongholds
of the Blues. She was told that people going to work in
these wards would be joined by single men, who would
begin talk with them upon indifferent subjects for a
while, then lead the talk to politics and the great beauty
of Green policies both for home and abroad. Always,
too, the dinner-houses, the taverns and little eating-
houses were beset with such speakers, who spoke of the
importance of peace in the East, and of the loss of liberty
at home. As the week went on, she heard that the name
Hypatius was always being mentioned. Hypatius for
Liberty: Hypatius for Peace in the East: Hypatius to
defend your Freedom. Plainly, a great deal of money
was being spent by the Greens. It was generally felt
that it was all designed as a protest against Justinian's
appointment to the command and the policy which was
leading to war with Persia. On the fifth day she heard
one violent speaker making these very points. There was
in The City a good deal of feeling against both matters,
but Theodora could not believe that any citizen would
urge that Hypatius should command the army. Why
was Hypatius being mentioned?

She mentioned the rtiatter to lophon, as they worked
together over some costume. lophon had been with some
friends the night before. He said:

"They are going to run Hypatius for Consul."

"Surely they could do that without all this pother,"
she said. "The Consulship is never contested. No one
wants to be Consul."

"Well, it's a sort of an honour," lophon said, "and